Dr. Bernard Goldstein, Dean of the School of Public Health at the University of Pittsburgh, addressed our Thursday luncheon and discussed the pros and cons of the Precautionary Principle as it is being applied in international trade arrangements. Dr. William N. Rom, Chief, Pulmonary division , NYU Hospital, and currently a Fellow in Public Health in the office of Senator Hillary Clinton, spoke on US health care policy formation at the Friday luncheon.
The full texts of the conference papers will be published in the Special Issue of WIT's World Ecology Report, a quarterly digest of critical issues in health and environment.
WIT's motto: Knowledge brings new choices. Education brings new knowledge. Contact information for the World Ecology Report and conference mailing list is Carolyn Comitta, Regional Director for North America (wit@dplus.net). WIT headquarters Telephone: 212-686-1996 , Fax: 212-686-2172 Web site: http://www.worldinfo.org
Millennium Development Goals
Currently, the United Nations NGO conferences are focusing on the progress of the Millennium Development Goals to ensure that the rights of all people are being met according to specific deadlines. When the MDGs were first introduced at the United Nations Millennium Summit of September 2000, world leaders agreed to a time table and measurable goals that included; targets for combating poverty, hunger, disease, illiteracy, environmental degradation and discrimination against women. The MDGs provide an outline for the entire UN system to collaborate to produce substantial improvements in peoples' lives. They have been refined into a set of eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs -see below). For further information, visit the web sites at the end of this article. Our work with UNICEF's Working Group on Girls Committee (WGG), have drawn our attention to the need to improve the rights of women and girls as stated in the third MDG goal --Promote gender equality and empower women. The Secretary General specifically addressed this issue, "Study after study has shown that there is no effective development strategy in which women do not play a central role. When women are fully involved, the benefits can be seen immediately: their children are better educated; they are healthier and better fed; they are better able to protect themselves against AIDS and other diseases; their families' income and economy improve. And what is true of families is true of communities -ultimately, indeed, of whole countries." (Secretary-General Kofi Annan, 2002) (http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2002/sgsm8157.doc.htm)
MDGs
The framework to accomplish these Millennium Development Goals is to:
Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
• Reduce by half the proportion of people living on less than a dollar a day • Reduce by half the proportion of people who suffer from hunger 
Achieve universal primary education

Monitoring progress towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals
Lists key documents and links to other UN Millennium Development Goals sites. These resources can be applied to any age group or gender. Improving the quality of girls' education can also benefit boys but the reverse is not always the case. Another critical issue for children to attend school and complete their education, especially girls, is water and sanitation facilities. Available at: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/mi/mi_links.asp
Indicators for Monitoring the Millennium Development Goals
This website describes the goals, partners, data and resources needed to achieve the goals of MDGs. The Millennium Development Goals have shown the lack of data and limitations in availability and quality. There are a considerable number of countries that do not have enough data to track changes in poverty, child malnutrition and HIV/AIDS prevalence.
Available at: http://www.developmentgoals.org/mdgun/MDG_metadata_08-01-03_UN.htm (This URL is case sensitive. You need to capitalize the MDG in the address.)
UN Nations Development Programme
Contains statements of the goals, has website links-UN system, news front stories on the goals, frequently asked questions, resource documents, country reports and tracks progress toward achieving the MDGs. Available at: http://www.undp.org/mdg UN Nations Development Programme-National Reports: A Look through a Gender Lens. Available at: http://www.undp.org/gender/docs/mdgs-genderlens.pdf Millennium Development Goals Country Reports collected by United Nations Development Program. Available at: http://www.undp.org/mdg/countryreports.html.
Gender Equality and the MDGs-
This web site provides access to resources to promote better understanding of and sharing of tools for addressing gender equality in all of the MDGs. Available at: http://www.mdgender.net/
